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Work Plan
The primary and overarching charge of the Legislative Health and Human Services

Committee (LHHS) is to review and analyze the findings of the study conducted by Mathematica
Policy Research, Inc., (Mathematica) on behalf of the Health Coverage for New Mexicans
Committee (HCNMC) regarding the quantitative and comparative analysis for extending health
care coverage in New Mexico.  The committee will consider the findings in the broader context
of overall health care reform and make recommendations for the 2008 regular session.

At the organizational meeting, the LHHS will receive background information on the
legislative and executive creation of the HCNMC.  Dr. Deborah Chollet, project manager with
Mathematica, will provide a brief overview of its draft final report, which had been presented to
the HCNMC on Thursday, June 21.  

The LHHS plans to:
• use outside experts and guest speakers to provide a perspective on Mathematica's

findings and other state efforts to reform health care;
• consider how to incorporate the findings of Mathematica with ongoing efforts to

address chronic disease; cost reduction or control; individual responsibility; health
care workforce shortages; clinics, hospitals and other facilities; telehealth and other
health information technology initiatives; and other health care reform efforts; and 

• hold meetings in other parts of the state, in conjunction with scheduled LHHS
meetings, to solicit and receive public input on efforts to expand coverage and reform



health care.

Additionally, the committee proposes to:  
• examine the funding needs for children's programs, including:

< child care provider compensation, in coordination with the Welfare Reform
Oversight Committee; 

< early childhood intervention; 
< continuing education and skill development; and
< outcome measurements; 

• examine the interrelationship between greater access to health care coverage and
health care delivery, including:
< health care practitioner shortages and efforts for recruitment and retention; and
< health care clinic and other facility or resource issues in rural areas; 

• provide oversight of state agency health care delivery approaches based on managed
care, including its effectiveness, for physical health, behavioral health and long-term
care services; and

• review the administration of publicly funded health care programs, including waiver
programs and long-term services.  

The committee proposes to use subcommittees of the LHHS to address specific areas that
require additional research, testimony or deliberation, including behavioral health; children's
programs and services; prevention, wellness and chronic disease management; and health care
practitioners and facilities.  The committee expects to conduct the subcommittee meetings during
the scheduled three-day meetings.  However, the committee requests approval for two
subcommittee meeting days to be used as needed with dates to be determined later.

The LHHS will direct entities that are requesting special appropriation funding to the
Legislative Finance Committee.  Additionally, to assist the committee in focusing its interim
charge, entities that request time to present before the LHHS will be required to provide a one-
page summary of their proposal, how it fits with topics identified for the 2007 interim or how it
addresses health care reform efforts, controls costs or improves access or quality over a three- to
five-year period.  



2007 Meeting Schedule

Date Location

June 25 Santa Fe

July 18-20 Las Vegas & Taos

August 22-24 Zuni & Gallup

September 17-19* Hobbs & Roswell

October 17-19 Española & Santa Fe

November 14-16 Santa Fe

Subcommittee TBD Santa Fe

Subcommittee TBD Santa Fe

 *September dates are subject to change due to scheduling conflicts.


